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Completing activities and games with a hundred square 

can help with children’s fluency and mental arithmetic. 

 

Asking children to add and subtract 10 on a hundred 

square allows children to see firstly, visually where they 

need to move and then allows them to understand the 

relationship between numbers. 

 

For example, 34 + 10 = 44 

 

Children will spot that you have to move down one square 

on the number square when adding 10. Once the children 

have completed this activity a few times they should 

start to notice what is happening to the tens column.  

 

This is when you could move your child onto asking them 

to add larger multiples of 10, such as adding 30, 40 or 

50 to a number.  

 

For example, 28 + 40 = 68 

 

 

 The same activity can also be done for subtraction. However with subtraction, the children would firstly spot they have to 

move upwards when taking away 10 and then notice that the tens column is decreasing. 

Adding and subtracting on a 100 square 


