
 
 

Geography  
Knowledge Organiser                                          Year 6 The United Kingdom 

Key question:  

How sustainable is the UK’s economic activity? 
Summary  
 
We will do an in-depth study into the economic activity of the United Kingdom. We will learn recap our previous 
learning and name and locate the counties and cities of the UK and the key human and physical characteristics and 
topographical features. We will learn about the three main economic sectors and how each impacts the UK’s economy. 
We will be learning about different economic activities in the United Kingdom and their sustainability. We will look into 
the human geography of the UK, including land use and trade links and the distribution of natural resources, including 
energy, food, minerals and water. 

Key Vocabulary  Key Questions 
 
Agriculture: farming, including growing crops or rearing 
animals for food, wool and other products 
 
Consumption: using up of a resource 
 
Economy: how much money a country generates by making 
and selling goods and services 
 
Export: send goods out of the country abroad 
 
Import: bring goods into a country from abroad 
 
Finite: a specific and limited amount 
 
Renewable: naturally occurring and these will not run out 
 
Industry: a group of businesses that make or sell similar 
products 
 
Industrial Land: an area used for production 
 
Manufacture: to make something from raw materials by hand 
or by machinery 
 
Sustainable: able to be continued over an extended period 
with limited consequences 

 
• What are the key geographical features of the UK?  
• What are the sectors of the UK economy? 
• How sustainable is agriculture in the UK?  
• How sustainable is energy generation in the UK?  
• How sustainable is water use in the UK?  
• How sustainable is the use of rare earth elements?  
• How does automation affect the economic activity in 

the UK?  
• How sustainable is waste management in the UK?  
• How sustainable is the economic activity of the UK?  

 
Previous Knowledge  
 

• What are the seven continents and five oceans? 
• What countries make up the UK?  
• What are the capital cities of these countries?  
• Which continent is the UK part of?  
• What physical features and human features can be 

located in the UK?  
• What is rural and urban? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

In geography we are… 
• Exploring the physical features of the Earth’s surface. 
• Studying different places and the relationship between people and their environments. 
• Developing map and fieldwork skills to make observations, measurements and recordings. 

 


